THERE IS A DISCONNECT AT THE HEART OF THE U.S. EDUCATION SYSTEM THAT IS HAVING A DEVASTATING effect on how and what children learn. Research shows that the most meaningful learning takes place when students are challenged to address an issue in depth, which can only be done for a relatively small number of topics in any school year.* But the traditional process of setting standards tends to promote a superfi cial "comprehensive coverage" of a fi eld, whether it be biology or history, leaving little room for in-depth learning. The curricula and textbooks that result are skin-deep and severely fl awed.
